
How to Dishonor the Memories of 9/11 Victims 

  
You are probably thinking, “what an odd thing to say”, when people generally find a 
way to honor the memories of the 9/11 victims, their families, and the event 
itself.  But that is not what is happening in New Jersey. Once again, Liberty State 
Park has been drawn into the heart of a controversy with another “project” that 
bastardizes the Park’s purpose, this time with a memorial dedicated to the 9/11 
victims, that will block the public’s most significant view of the NY skyline. 
  
Rather than creating a memorial that is in keeping with and will complement the 
purpose of the Park, and give honor to the victims of 9/11, and memorialize that day, 
an architect’s design was chosen that will, instead, become a blemish on the 
spectacular landscape of the Park, and dishonor the victims of the tragedy.  The 
chosen design inappropriately deforms the Park, by turning the Park itself into a 9/11 
memorial, rather than integrating it into the Park, consistent with its purpose, and what 
the Park is truly for.  Among other things, the Park is first and foremost a memorial to 
our ancestors who came through this incredible gateway to begin their lives, and our 
lives, in America. 
  
I am sure that if the victims of 9/11 could be asked whether they wanted to be 
remembered this way, to have their deaths and memories be the core for such 
controversy and damage to the Park, I am sure they would not.  No one would.  And if 
the people who knew the victims, family and friends, really searched their heart and 
soul to answer that question, they would agree.  But the view of a small group of 
people, some who have no connection whatsoever to the victims, or their families 
(and apparently influenced by the selfish ego of the architect (not artist) who designed 
the memorial), seem to not even take this into consideration, and excluded from 
participation the Friends of Liberty State Park, who has stood vigilant over the Park 
and protected it for years.  The question must be asked, who is the memorial for and 
what is its purpose? 
  
Another thing that seems to escape the consideration of those involved in the decision 
making process, is that we areall victims of the 9/11 tragedy.  We all suffered that 
day, so any plan for a memorial should not just consider those that died, but all those 
that are still alive.  And destroying the Park with the planned memorial does nothing 
for those that died, except to stain their memories.  And it certainly does nothing for 
those of us who are still living, except to stain our present and future.  
  
Certainly a memorial of some type is appropriate, to mark the location and role the 
park served during the 9/11 tragedy.  But the size of the memorial should not be used 



as a measure of the degree to which the victims and the attack are remembered.  In 
this case, size does matter, and smaller is better. 
  
In various parts of New Jersey, there are plaques, sometimes small ones, that are 
located on buildings, or a simple granite slab, and there are sometimes even less 
elaborate markers used, pointing out that area’s historical significance, perhaps 
memorializing the path that George Washington’s troops took during the war of 
independence.  What events could possibly have more significance than those that 
founded this country?  Yet these memorials are small in size in comparison to the 
representation of what they stand for.  Indeed, a large bronze plaque is located on a 
slab of granite just as you enter the city of New Brunswick, at the foot of Johnson & 
Johnson’s property, which describes the tremendous role and significance that New 
Brunswick played during the war.  It is not a huge monument that draws attention to 
it, and you can only read it if you are on foot.  Again, there probably can be no greater 
memorial created than that for the efforts used to found this county.  But the breadth 
and expanse of its significance is beyond what any physical structure can possibly 
represent.  And as you read the words on the plaque, you realize that it is only in the 
unlimited landscape of our minds, and it is only with our mind’s eye that we can see 
the true significance of those events.  And so too, is the only way to truly memorialize 
the victims of 9/11 at Liberty State Park. 

There is no reason why all persons concerned cannot be satisfied.  An appropriately 

sized memorial could be located at the site in question that does not obscure the 

view, and marks the significance the Park played at that time in our history.  A larger 

structure, if necessary, could be contemplated for location at a part of the Park that 

does not offend the Park’s purpose. 

  

Remember, Liberty State Park is the gateway to America.  It is the most significant 

Park in New Jersey, and among the most significant parks in the country.  It is also an 

oasis in the midst of one of the most densely populated, highly urbanized parts of 

this country, and it acts as a refuge for many people from the area, to escape from 

the hard stone, steel, glass and heat that makes up our cities; and lastly it is a tourist 

attraction for visitors from around the world to see the origins of this country.  The 

significance of the Park, its history, its proximity to the Statute of Liberty, and Ellis 

Island, is what the attraction is.  The role it served in the 9/11 attack is a small part of 

its history and its significance, and the fact that it was there and able to support the 

rescue efforts points out just how significant the Park is – as Liberty State Park. 

  



But its use and participation in that event does not give license to turn the Park into 

a 9/11 memorial.  The park is not a memorial for that tragedy, nor should it be made 

into one.  The best attitude is to simply leave Liberty State Park alone.  Let it be what 

it is best at being ‐‐ a park for all the people – and the jewel of New Jersey. 

  

I would encourage readers to attend an open public meeting sponsored by The 

Friends of Liberty State Park to be held on August 16, 2006 at 6:30 pm at Liberty 

State Park.  Please visit http://www.folsp.org for more information. 
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