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When New York City selected a memorial and development project at the site of the 
World's Trade Center Towers, public hearings were held to allow the people to have a 
voice in the process. Yet, New Jersey avoided the open process while preparing to 
construct a 9/11 memorial for Liberty State Park in Jersey City. 
 
There are 30-foot high mounds of dirt piled at northeast edge of the most popular park 
in the state. The mounds will become a 10-foot high grassy perch for a memorial - 
called "Empty Sky" - featuring two 30-foot-high and 200-foot-long stainless steel 
walls with the names of those who perished in the terrorist attacks. 
 
Friends of Liberty State Park, the park advocacy group, has urged the state to hold 
public hearings on the memorial site. Sam Pesin, president of the Friends of Liberty 
State Park, says the group takes no stand either way on the memorial wall itself. It 
does have reservations about the foundation hill, which the group fears will block the 
level view of the river and Manhattan skyline, a vital attraction at the park. (the 200 
foot walls are planned for the southern side of the hill; most of hill isn't part of 
foundation-Sam) 
 
The idea for a memorial came out of former Gov. James E. McGreevey's office. 
Relatives of those who died on Sept. 11 chose the winning design out of a field of 320 
entries ( a so-called expert panel of 9 people narrowed down the 320 entries to 8 
designs and then the victims' families chose the winning design). Preparation work is 
expected to be completed this week. The state will then seek bids for construction of 
the memorial. 
 
In the past, the state has avoided public hearings at the park. The most obvious 
example was in the early 1990s when a decision was made to allow a private marina 
to do business in the park. There were never any public hearings on that for-profit 
venture on public property. 



 
The state's most egregious example of avoiding public hearings came with a project of 
a much greater scale, Xanadu, a mega-mall on the Meadowlands sports complex land. 
There seems to be some aversion to basic American principles of open government in 
New Jersey. 
 
As for the park memorial, no one has said they are against it, although there are 
concerns about views being blocked. These opinions should be aired at a public 
session of the Department of Environmental Protection, the agency that oversees state 
parks. In this case, it is the state's most important park. It is one in close proximity to 
the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island and a place that not only draws visitors from 
across the nation, but from around the world. 

 


