
May 23, 2010 

To the Editor: 

As a long-time Formula One fan I wanted to more about Liberty State Park when it was proposed as 
the venue for a Formula One race track development for a US Grand Prix event. I also have been 
driving through this area of New Jersey on the Turnpike every month for the past year going between 
Boston and Delaware so yesterday I turned off the Turnpike at Exit 14 to visit Liberty State Park. My 
experience convinced me that the Formula One proposal is an extremely bad idea: one that should be 
rejected without any further consideration due to the irreparable damage that would certainly be 
inflicted upon a vital natural resource that this region of New Jersey has – due only to the foresight and 
valiant effort of the Park’s “father,” Morris Pesin, and the continuing efforts of many New Jersey leaders 
and citizens including the Friends of Liberty State Park. 

Liberty State Park is literally a breath of fresh air for Jersey City and the neighboring communities that 
are home to hard working people and, in particular, to their children. It not only provides a green, living 
backdrop for two of the Nation’s most significant monuments, the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, 
Liberty’s trees, shrubs, other landscaping and the wildlife that find habitat within them are unique – and 
free – resources for families, children and seniors to stay connected to the natural world and stay 
connected to its healing and sustaining force. Particularly for young people Liberty State Park allows 
them to experience nature hands on, which teaches values that cannot be obtained from a book or 
electronic media. 

The sheer invasiveness of a Formula One type development such as is being proposed would totally 
negate these unique benefits. Despite Formula One’s glamour (and any promises being made now to 
entice New Jersey to consider this idea) its history reveals that it has seldom dealt kindly with its 
venues. I attended one of the last United States Formula One Grand Prix in Indianapolis in 2002. When 
that venue could no longer attract enough fans to the Formula One event to make it economically 
viable for the Indy track’s owners to do business with Mr. Ecclestone ( the CEO of the organization that 
owns the international promotional rights contract for all Formula One races) the United States Grand 
Prix disappeared from the Formula One calendar. This is not a unique circumstance in Formula One; 
there are numerous venues that once were “home” to a Grand Prix race and no longer are.  

The Indy 500 and NASCAR events continue to run, but the modifications for Formula One there remain 
dormant. An existing race track can possibly absorb such waste; it is highly unlikely a beautiful park 
could. Liberty State Park grew out of Morris Pesin’s outrage over what some of New Jersey’s more 
shortsighted commercial interests had allowed to happen to this unique piece of New Jersey. History 
should not repeat itself here. 

Sincerely, 

 
John D. Mears 
John D. Mears    Jamaica Plain, MA 

 
 

From John Mears, a big  
fan of Formula One 
racing, who opposes LSP 
for race track. 


