
February 5,2026

The Honorabte Mikie Sherritt
Office of Governor
PO Box 001
Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Governor Sherritt:

The undersigned groups urge you to reassess the New Jersey Department of Environmenta[

Protection's (NJDEP) proposed 60-year tease of the marina at l-iberty State Park to Suntex

Marina - a project we a[[ oppose.

We do not object to the continued operation of the marina facitity in accordance with
Suntex's existing [ease, which runs for an additional 20 years, nor are we opposed to a fair,

open and pubtic process to entertain proposats for a future lease of the site at the

appropriate time. However, the current proposed renewaI and extension of the existing

lease is not in the best interest of the residents of our state for a variety of reasons

inctuding the fact that it woutd require the State of New Jersey to commit an estimated $30
mil,tion toward the reconstruction of a butkhead adjacent to the marina and attow

devetopment of a 75-foot tat[, mutti-acre private vesseI storage warehouse. The

devetopment wou[d permanentty change the nature of the park and btock the view on state
and federal.ty funded parktand.

To our knowtedge, the NJDEP has not performed a forma[ appraisal of the 60-year [ease,

and because the lease extension was exclusivety offered to the existing [essee there was

no opportunity to soticit atternate proposats from other potential marina operators. To be

fair to New Jersey taxpayers, a lease of prime waterfront real estate atong the Hudson River

across from New York City at a minimum shoutd be professionatty appraised and assessed

by the New Jersey Office of the State Comptrotter to confirm that the financiat terms of the

lease are appropriate.

The lease and devetopment proposal was rushed for approvat, perhaps due to Suntex's

ctaim that $60 mitlion in bulkhead repairs is needed immediatety and the lease agreement

coutd be the source for hatf of the funding. Yet the deal woutd stit[ require the State to put

forth $30 miltion for the bul.khead and there is no indication that NJDEP performed any

assessment of the condition of the butkhead to verify the actual Likety cost for the repairs.

The current lease expires in 20 years, and we betieve it makes sense to exptore smatter-

scate repairs to the butkhead during this incredibty uncertain time of increased storm
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intensity from ctimate change and the pace of additionat sea [eve[ rise. lf and when NJDEP

.wants to exptore a new lease, it shoutd issue an open RFP and decide on the best future
use for the marina at Liberty State Park based on pubtic input and consideration of future
reaI estate market vatues, devetopment costs and ctimate projections.

Liberty State Park was acquired and devetoped in part with federat grant funding from the
Land and Water Conservation Fund. The 1990 Record of Decision from the Nationat Park

Service requires the indoor boat storage warehouse to be no greater than one-hatf acre in
size. The Suntex warehouse proposal woutd cover more than two acres of [and. The

development woutd be a violation of that agreement and wou[d resutt in the private

commercial use of pubtic Green Acres funded [and. Considering this, and the lack of a
formaI appraisat, [ack of necessary due ditigence (inctuding additionaI estimates for the
butkhead repair)- and importantty, the opposition expressed by Jersey City Mayor
Sotomon, other legistators and locaI residents at the January 15,2026 State House
Commission meeting- we hope you wit[ reject the entire 60-year lease proposat.

Approving the proposal, woul,d be a grave environmental. and financiat injustice to the
peopte of New Jersey, as wetl as a detraction for atl who come to revisit the history of
Liberty State Park, where many of our ancestors arrived in the shadow of Lady Liberty over
1 00 years ago.

Thank you for the opportunity to share our concerns regarding Liberty State Park. We urge
you to direct the NJDEP to hoLd off on signing this proposal so that the matter can be
resotved in a way that respects the taxpayers' investment in this extraordinary urban park.
We hope you wil.t contact Emil,e DeVito at New Jersey Conservation Foundation, at 908-
997-0706, with any questions or concerns.

Sincerety,

Atison Mitche[[, Executive Director, New Jersey Conservation Foundation

Attison McLeod, lnterim Executive Director, New Jersey League of Conservation Voters

David Epstein, Executive Director, Land Conservancy of New Jersey

Michael. w. Ktein, Director of Government Retations, Pinetands Attiance

Jen Coffey, Executive Director, Association of New Jersey Environmentat Commissions

Ettiott Ruga, Poticy Director, New Jersey Highl.ands Coatition

Mike Pisauro, Poticy Director, The Watershed lnstitute

Amy GoLdsmith, NJ State Director, Cl,ean Water Action/Cl.ean Water Fund
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Sam Pesin, President, Friends of Liberty State Park

Greg Rgmaud, CEO and Baykeeper, NY/NJ Baykeeper

Wendy Mager, President, Friends of Princeton Open Space

Etise Morrison, President, Hudson River Waterfront Conservancy

Wynnie-Fred Victor Hinds, Executive Director, Weequahic Park Association

Jesse Burns, Executive Director, League of Women Voters of New Jersey

Mara Tippett, Executive Director, Raritan Headwaters

Lorraine Freeney, Founder, Jersey City Birds

Carol McNichol, Vice President, Witd Ones - New jersey Gateway Chapter

Harriet BaiLey, Jersey City Chapter, Feminist Bird Ctub

Anne Poote, President, New Jersey EnvironmentaI Lobby

Bitt Schuttz, Raritan Riverkeeper

cc: Atex Bat[, Chief of Staff, New Jersey Governor SherriLt

Ed Potosnak, Commissioner, New Jersey Department of EnvironmentaI Protection

Joe Seebode, Deputy Commissioner, New Jersey Department of EnvironmentaI Protection

Henry Gajda, Chief of Staff, New Jersey Department of EnvironmentaI Protection

Made[ine Urbish, Senior Energy Advisor, New Jersey Governor SherritL
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